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Mission
Fondazione Politecnico di Milano was founded in 2003 through a joint effort between
Politecnico di Milano, major city and regional institutions and important corporations to
SUPPORT THE UNIVERSITY’S RESEARCH PROJECTS AND CONTRIBUTE TO INNOVATING
AND DEVELOPING THE ECONOMIC, PRODUCTIVE AND ADMINISTRATIVE ENVIRONMENT.
Fondazione Politecnico is committed to building a more effective relationship between the
university, industry and public administrations.

To achieve these goals Fondazione Politecnico di Milano: 
§ Develops joint and multidisciplinary innovation projects at national and international levels, in 

collaboration with the different areas of expertise of the Politecnico di Milano
§ Encourages  the creation of new businesses and supports the best innovative startups by 

managing PoliHub, Politecnico’s business incubator unit
§ Enhances social responsibility and regional development initiatives
§ Promotes lifelong learning activities
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Politecnico di Milano
Politecnico di Milano stands out in the Italian and European scene thanks to the many strengths in the 
widest fields of ENGINEERING, ARCHITECTURE and DESIGN. Founded in 1863, Politecnico di 
Milano is today recognized as the best Italian technical university, among the top 10 in Europe and 
among the top 30 in the world according to the international QS World Rankings.
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Founders
The Foundation is based on solid grounds: large companies and public administrations have shared 
goals and objectives, participating in joint projects, capable of enhancing academic research and 
offering productive opportunities for innovation. 
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ABB, AICA, Alpiq, Ansaldo Energia, Ansaldo STS, Assolombarda 
Confindustria Milano Monza e Brianza, Azienda Ospedaliera 
Niguarda Ca' Granda, Bombardier Transportation Italy, Contact, 
Edison, Eldor Corporation, Enel, Faiveley Transport Italy, Fondazione 
Don Carlo Gnocchi Onlus, Fondazione IRCCS Istituto Nazionale dei 
Tumori, Fondazione Italiana Accenture, Franke-Faber, Gilardoni, 
Hitachi Rail Italy, MER MEC, MONT-ELE, Nokia, Rete Ferroviaria 
Italiana, Rino Snaidero Scientific Foundation, Roldresearch, Steriline, 
Telecom Italia, Trenitalia

Partners
One of the Foundation’s main objectives is to expand the network of subjects with whom it can create 
occasions, opportunities and shared initiatives. The Institutional Participants are public and private 
organisations that regularly take part in the development of the activities of the Politecnico di Milano 
Foundation, with common aims and purposes.

“

The Participants are involved in individual initiatives and special projects.
”
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Lines of development: Projects
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Project management
Fondazione Politecnico counts on a large team of
PROJECT MANAGERS

§ Expert on the university-business relation
§ Interpreter of companies’ and public 

administrations’ innovation needs 
§ Specialist in applied research projects
§ Able to operate in national and international 

contexts
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Areas and topics: an overview 
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An important reality in data
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Network (2004-2017)

Last update: February 2018
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Number of projects 
(annual average)

Last update: February 2018
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Lines of development: PoliHub
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Creation of new businesses
Fondazione Politecnico:

§ Manages PoliHub with no 
additional charge for 
Politecnico di Milano

§ Supports the start-ups
funded by students at
Politecnico di Milano

§ Encourages the creation and 
growth of spin-off companies 
at Politecnico di Milano
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PoliHub: history and key numbers

Last update: February 2018
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Startups and 
Open Innovation projects
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